61.   A PRIMER^

Friday, Ghaitra Vad 3 [April 14, 1922]
TO THE TEACHERS

This primer should be regarded as an experiment.

Shri Narahari2, Kaka and other teachers should go through
it and show it to Professor Gidwani3, Ballubhai4 and Shri Diwan53
but only if they approve of it. If it is passed by these gentlemen,
it should finally be sent to Anandshankarbhai6 and should be pub-
lished if he, too, approves of it.

Anandanand,7 Valji Desai8, Chhaganlal, Maganlal, Devdas,
Jamnadas,9 and others may also go through it. If possible, a copy
should be sent to Mahadev too. Let no one think even in his
dream that it should be published because I have prepared it.
The labour I have put in should also be no consideration, for I
have enjoyed writing it.

I have followed^ in writing this, exactly the same method
by which I used to teach children at Tolstoy Farm and other
places. I used to act as "mother" there.

1 The letter to Hakim Ajmal Khan, April 14y 1922, mentions the comple-
tion of this primer of the Gujarati language.    The Note to the Teachers and
Foreword carry the date Chaitra Vad 3, which corresponds to April  14,   1922.
The primer was published in 1951 under the title Balfothi by the Navajivan
Publishing House.
2 Narahari Dwarkadas Parikh, a member of Gandhiji's team of construc-
tive workers in Sabarmati Ashram since 1917
3 A. T.   Gidwani,   Professor,   Muir  Central  College,  Allahabad;   later.
Principal, Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad
4&5 Ballubhai Thakore and Jivanlal Diwan, educationists and Congress
workers of Ahmedabad
6 Anandshankar   B. Dhruva (1869-1942); Sanskrit scholar   and  man of
letters; Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Benares Hindu University, 1920-37
7 Swami Anandanand, Manager of Navajivan Press during the decade
following Navajivan's first publication in 1919; edited Navajivan for some time
during 1922-24 when Gandhiji was in jail.
8 Valji Govindji Desai, sometime lecturer in English, Gujarat College,
Ahmedabad; resigned from service and joined Gandhiji; translated Satyagraha
in South Africa and other works of Gandhiji; worked on the editorial staff of
Toung India.
9 Jamnadas Gandhi, son of Khushalchand Gandhi, Gandhiji's cousin, and
younger brother of Chhaganlal and Maganlal Gan-dhi